
STEP by STEP:  

from application to acceptance  

IKIP Mataram     4 May 2013 



Meet Julia 



Meet Julia 
She is 18 years old 
and lives in Mataram. 



Meet Julia 
She is 18 years old 
and lives in Mataram. 
 
Her hobbies are 
surfing the internet 
and fixing peoples’ 
computers. 
 
 
 



Meet Julia 
She is 18 years old 
and lives in Mataram. 
 
Her hobbies are 
surfing the internet 
and fixing peoples’ 
computers. 
 
She would like to 
attend college to 
study computer 
science. 
 
 
 



Meet Julia 
She is 18 years old and 
lives in Mataram. 
 
Her hobbies are surfing 
the internet and fixing 
peoples’ computers. 
 
She would like to 
attend college to study 
computer science. 
 
She will apply to 
colleges in the United 
States because she 
wants to work for 
Google. 
 
 
 



Meet Julia 
She is 18 years old and lives 
in Mataram. 
 
Her hobbies are surfing the 
internet and fixing peoples’ 
computers. 
 
She would like to attend 
college to study computer 
science. 
 
She will apply to colleges in 
the United States because 
she wants to work for 
Google. 

 
What must she do? 



The Plan 

Desire… 
College and  
scholarship 
applications 



The Plan: Part 1 

Desire… 
College and  
scholarship 
applications 

STEPS… 



STEPS  

n American Life and Education—Kate  

n Search schools, programs, people—Miss D 

n Eligibility—Miss D 

n Application Checklist and Deadline 

n TOEFL 

n Letters of  Recommendation 

n Essays—Personal Statement and Study Objective 





n  CHECKLIST FOR COMPLETE APPLICATION DOSSIER:  
 
Before submitting your application to the address on the front page, please be sure 

you have included all of  the following REQUIRED components: 
 
n  Completed, signed Global Undergraduate Exchange Program application form. 
n  Personal statement in English, 350-500 words, typed.* 
n  If  you have a passport, please submit a copy of  the data/photo page. 
n  Official transcripts for years of  university study (with English translations).  

Please provide grade equivalences to U.S. University grading system.* 
n  Official results of  the national general secondary school leaving exam.* 
n   Three letters of  recommendation from teachers/professors, including one from 

the candidate’s secondary level institution (with English translations).* 
n  TOEFL®, ITP®, or other standardized English test score report, minimum 500 

or higher preferred. 
n  Two photocopies of  passport-size photo.  
 
*All documents should be submitted in plain, letter-sized (8 ½ x 11 inch) paper. 



TOEFL 
n  AMINEF accepts 2 types of  TOEFL test as one of  the required documents in applying for the 

Fulbright Program, the Institutional TOEFL (ITP TOEFL) and the Internet Based Test (iBT) 
TOEFL.  AMINEF also accepts IELTS test score reports.  Note: IELTS score of  5.5 is 
approximately equal to 525 on the Institutional TOEFL;  6.0 = 550; 6.5 = 575; 7.0 = 600 

n  ITP TOEFL 
The EducationUSA Advising center administers theInstitutional TOEFL. The test is scheduled every 
Tuesday in a week. To register for an Institutional TOEFL, contact EAS location near you by email 
at  infoeas@aminef.or.id  

n  IBT TOEFL  
Learn more about the test, schedule and registration atwww.toefl.org 

n  AMINEF is one of  ETS’ certified testing centers for iBT TOEFL Test in Jakarta and Surabaya. 
Please contact EAS or any EAS location near you by email at infoeas@aminef.or.id to get assistance 
in doing the registration or to get the test schedule. 

n  The iTP can be taken at UNRAM. 

n  This is a test.  A test should be prepared and studied for!  

 



Letters of  Recommendation 

n  Choose professors that know you and your academic work. Tell 
them why you are interested in this opportunity and your 
qualifications and experiences that make you a good candidate.  
You can even offer them a copy of  your CV to give them details to 
use in their letter.   

n  Ask your recommenders to be SPECIFIC and HONEST. 

n  Provide your recommenders with with clear instructions (who, 
where, what and when).  Give them at least two weeks to complete 
the recommendation letter.   

n  Always thank your recommenders and inform them of  the success 
of  your application.   



What do you see? 
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What is a SoP? 

q  Who you are 
q  What you want         
    to do (GOALS) q  Why this school / field of study can help with your goals  



A SoP is NOT… 



An SoP shows … 
n  What you did not say 

on your resume 

n  How your life 
experiences led you to 
this field of study 

n  Shows that you did 
your homework on the 
university 

n  Shows that you took 
the time to write a 
careful essay 



Writing Prompt for Global Undergrad 

n  Describe yourself. 

n  Detailed description of  your academic objectives and the reasons why 
you want to pursue them in the USA. 

n  Discuss your goals both in terms of  your field of  study and your own 
personal development. 

n  Describe the type of  program you wish to pursue in the USA and how it 
relates to your academic background and interests and your objectives for 
the future.  

n  Be sure to include any details that highlight your personality and 
individuality! 



Start: Catchy Introduction 
n  Paint a picture 

n  Tell a story  

n  Describe your hero 

n  Quote 

n  Short, but powerful 
statement 

n  Focus on the field of study 

n  End with your goal 
statement!!! 

Paint a Picture 

I think one of my most distinguishing 
characteristics is the diversity of 
experiences I possess. I am a science 
student with a flair for the arts. I am a 
woman with technical aptitude and an 
interest in management. I also have a 
passion for traveling and understanding 
different cultures of the world. All these 
elements have given me a very broad 
outlook, with varying degrees of 
knowledge in a range of topics. I 
strongly believe that although some are 
not related directly, all these qualities 
will influence my  (under)graduate work. 



What’s next: Share your 
experience 

n  What experiences have 
you had that form your  
n  Personality? 
n  Goals? 

n  Don’t just tell the story; 
discuss why the 
experience shaped you 

n  Demonstrate that you 
already know something 
about the field of study 
through your experiences 

What experiences can you include? 



What’s next: State your  
goals 

n  Why do you want to 
continue your studies? 

n  What challenges 
(liabilities) do you still 
have? 

n  Why will this program 
help you? 



What’s next: Conclusion 

n  Remind the committee of what you ‘bring to the table’ 

 

n  Remind the committee of what program you want to enter 

 

n  Convince the committee that you will be a positive addition to 
the program! 



Take a Deep Breath   



The Plan: Part 1 

Desire… 
College and  
scholarship 
applications 

Essays— 
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The Plan: Part 2 
Desire… 
Bachelor’s Degree… 
More specific study purpose… 

Graduate school  
and  scholarship 
applications 

Essays— 
a.  Statement of  Purpose 
b.  Study Objective 



Purpose of  a Study 
Objective Essay: 

n what you plan to study 

n what skills you wish to learn 

n what you plan to do with the 
knowledge and skills you acquire 

 



• Where you are 
 
• Where you 
want to go 
 
• Where your 
destination will 
take you 

In other words… 



Do: 
n  Have a social purpose.  

n  Read the question carefully. 

n  Have an organized essay format. 

n  Write the length of  essay they ask for. 

n  Check your grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization 
carefully. Ask as many others as possible to proofread your work 
for writing style—grammar, spelling, etc. 

n  Do multiple drafts and edits. 

n  Give yourself  plenty of time to write and edit. 

 



Do not: 

n  Try to be funny. 

n  Flatter the university. 

n  Be too arrogant or apologize for who you are. 

n  Use slang, technical jargon, or long quotations.  

n  Use overly common phrases (i.e. “I’ve always wanted to be 
a . . .”) or words (i.e. meaningful, beautiful, challenging, 
rewarding, etc. ). 

n  Wait until the last minute before the deadline for writing the 
study objective. 



Overall Tips: 

n Have a plan. 
n Be confident. 
n Be timely (no joke). 
n Check if  your application is complete. 
n If  at first you don’t succeed, try, try again. 



Please contact me! 
 
§ Email: Jessica Fox: 1jessfox@gmail.com 
 
 

§ Facebook: Indonesia English Language 
Fellows Page 

§ Christen Brady (friend her!!!) 
 
• Website: www.mengajarenglish.com  
 


