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Materials: Please list all materials needed including any documents you will 
upload with the lesson plan. 
 

Preparation (approximately 5-10 minutes) 

- Download .mp3 of the song “I’ll Make a Make Out of You” from the movie Mulan 
Access to speakers is useful for this exercise, but you can definitely make do 
with just a laptop. 

- Ask students to bring copy of the lyrics to class at the end of the previous class. 
- (optional)  Make Word document with lyrics to the song to project. You could 

easily do this on the whiteboard. 
 

 
Procedure: Please include variations, adaptation, and special notes. Delete any 
extra cells at the end. 
 

Stage Procedure (approximately 90 minutes) 

1 Start by writing down the definition of simile (showing two examples, one with 
“like” and one with “as”) and metaphor. Works amazingly when you use 
students as examples (“Dini climbs trees like a monkey.”) 
 
For the first example, I say something like, “What color is Miss Nina’s hair? 
(Black.) What color is the sky at night? (Black.)” and write the answers on the 
board.  
 
“Are Miss Nina’s hair and the sky the same thing? (No.)”  
 
“What but what is same about them? (Both are black.)” 
 
Then I write the sentence on the board. First, “Miss Nina’s hair is black” and 
second, “Miss Nina’s hair is as black as the night sky.” We talk about which 
sentence is more interesting and why. 
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Stage Procedure (approximately 90 minutes) 

2 Have students write their own similes in pairs. I assign them the adjective or 
verb to use, so words do not get repeated. Having them write it on the board 
and read it out loud at the end of the exercise works the best, rather than just 
reading it out loud. 
 
 
 
 

3 Play Mulan’s “I’ll Make A Man Out of You” without lyrics. Students are often 
confused because the lyrics are so fast, so I have found that it helps to give 
some context about what is happening in the song before playing it. Ask 
them to follow along on the lyrics they printed. 
 
 

4 Play it a second time, but project the lyrics on the board or have them on 
your computer in a huge font so students can follow the words. Ask students 
to identify the similes and metaphors in the song with their desk partner. 
 

5 The third time, go paragraph by paragraph and reread the lyrics out loud so 
we can identify similes and metaphors in the lyrics. (I like to ask them why it 
is a simile or a metaphor.) If you are using a computer and projector, it is nice 
to highlight the similes and metaphors in the Word doc so they can see them. 
 

 
 


